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TO 
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. 
a ” M7 | 
THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH 


WORCESTER, 
THE FOLLOWING SERMON, 
BY THEIR APPOINTMENT, 
18 


IN PUBLIC TESTIMONY OF THE AFFECTION AND ESTEEM 


HE BEARS TO THAT BODY, 


RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


EY THEIR FAITHFUL FRIEND 
AND/HUMBLE SERVANT, 
THOMAS FAMES. 


EV 1L providentially conducted to come ultimate 
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A SERMON, &e. 


Romaxs, v111. part of v. 28. 


« We know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God.” 


. 


HE mind of man can hardly form to itſelf a 
more affecting ſcene than that of this day,. 

a whole nation aſſembled at the fame time, with 
the ſame motive, to be proſtrate before their 
Maker, to acknowledge him as their Preſerver, 
to ſupplicate him as their Protector, to bewail 
their crying fins, to deprecate the vengeance they 
juſtly fear; and finally, to implore the bleſſing of 
Heaven upon our Arms, as the foundation of our 
hope for Peace, and for ſecurity againſt our Ene- 
mies!“ Father of all mercies, look down upon 
« thy children thus humbled before thee, com- 
*« paſſionate their wants, and viſit them with thy 
* Almighty ſuccour,” is at this hour the united 
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6 
prayer of all who love their Country, their Sove- 
reign, or their God. We doubt not the ſincerity 
of theſe pious aſpirations of your hearts : we only 
entreat you, if you hope for their acceptance, if 
you value the merits of your great Interceſſor, to 
render yourſelves fit objects of the mercies of God. 
This is the great concern of the preſent ſolemnity; 
for the furtherance of which, I ſhall ſuggeſt one 
of the ſtrongeſt exhortations to the advancement 
of piety, with which the Scriptures have ſupplied 
the Chriſtian, by enforcing, in the words of my 
text, © That all things work together for good to them 


ce that love God.” 
It has been, and ever wlll 1 the conſolation 


of good men oppreſſed by wrong, that, whatever 
their private ſufferings may be as individuals, 
there is an overſeeing Power, who controls the 
baſeneſs of the wicked, and is perpetually convert- 
ing even their worſt deſigns to his glory and the 
public benefit. Whatever the impetuoſity of the 
human paſſions can deviſe, whatever the violence 
of a cruel hand can execute ; the wide-extended 
projects of ambition, the waſteful plunder of the 
ſword, all, even all theſe, are capable of receiv- 
ing a proper direction, of having a proper tenden- 
cy given to their operations, by the interpoſition 


of an over-ruling Providence. Folly and irreligion 


are for ever foiled ; their nefarious hopes are ulti- 


_ mately blaſted ; while inſtead of the evil they 


—!m—ü ä H — 


aimed to inflict, ſome unexpected and ſubſtantial _ 
good is ſeen to ariſe. Thus, inſtead of a wretched 
ſlave, which the ſpite and hatred of his brethren 
had doomed him to be, JoszPx became an aſſeſs- 
or to a King on the throne of Egypt. Thus, 
inſtead of groaning under the toilſome and oppreſs. 
ive taſk of bricks impoſed by PRHARAOH for 
building monuments of his own vanity, the Iſrael- 
ites were led to claim their hberty and a better 
land by Signs, by wonders, and an outsiretched arm. 
Thus alſo, inſtead of the humiliation of his adver- 
ſary, planned by HAMAx, and the maſſacre of the 
Jews, MonDEecar was honoured, and all his peo- 
ple triumphed over their enemies. Even thus alfo, - 
inſtead of the extinction of a new doctrine, the 
projected conſequence of the death of CHRIST, 
the very form of government of the Jewiſh 
nation was diſſolved, through their perpetual re- 
bellions againſt the Romans, in expectation of 
that very Mzss1an, whom (though they ſtill 
looked for) they had crucified and ſlain; and 
never ſince to this hour, have they offered the ge- 


neral or national ſacrifices of an united people. 


Theſe were all illuſtrious ſufferers, under the ven- 
geance of oppreſſors ſeeking only the ruin of their 
victims, but by their own counſels. defeating 
their own deſigns, and giving effect to the future 

purpoſes of God. 
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That good men ſhould reflect the image 
of their Father in Heaven, that their virtuous 
actions ſhould add charms to the beauty of 
holineſs, is a powerful recommendation of reli- 


gion; but that the inordinate paſſions of the 


wicked, that malevolence, revenge, murder, the 
deeds of darkneſs ſhould, though not in their firſt, 
yet in their laſt iſſue, accompliſh Good in the world, 
it is the ſuperlative glory of Omnipotence to 
effect. Not even the fall of Angels checked the 


courſe of his mercies: a new Creation was framed, 


the ſoul of Man in the image of God: and when 
Man too had fallen, a Saviour was promiſed, and, 
by conſequence, Grace, that the lapſe might yet 
be retrievable. What then ſhall the vain machi- 
nations of Men, whoſe deſigns are but, as it were, 
of a day, dare to attempt againſt the eternal de- 
crees of Heaven? Attempted they have, and dared 
they have (I ſhudder to confeſs it) every impious 
and abominable thing. In almoſt every age ſome _ 
few have doubted, others mocked, others even 
denied a Divine exiſtence: but in no age before 
the preſent did a combination of men unite in 
aſſociations, through a wide-extended country, to 
dethrone, as it were, the Moſt High from his em- 
pire over the human heart, and to extirpate 


Chriſtianity from the face of the whole earth, 
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It is a fact eſtabliſhed now by incontrovertible 
evidence,“ that within little more than twenty 
years paſt, various aſſociations were inſtituted on 
principles vainly formed with a deſign to control 
the world, and impiouſly intended to undermine 
and ſubvert the Chriſtian faith : that with this end 
in view, ſocieties were eſtabliſhed, artfully com- 
bined of various claſſes, with various gradations, 
which ſoon extended over a large portion of the 
Continent, with a moſt rapid and alarming pro- 
greſs. Firſt, under inſidious pretences of benefit 
to the whole human race, they ſo far impoſed 
on the weakneſs and credulity of men, as to in- 
_ duce them to become their followers. They then 
took advantage of the paſſions and infirmities of 
theſe men, directed the wickedneſs of the worſt 
of them, ſpecially ſelected for their pre-eminence 
in guilt, to their own flagitious purpoſes ; and by 
_ oaths of ſecrecy, adminiſtered with the moſt aw- 
ful ſolemnity, tied and bound down the conſcien- 
ces of thoſe whom they thought fit objects of initi- 
ation, to the ſupport of a ſyitem the moſt atrocious 


e For a detail of the principles and aſſociations which gave birth to the 


French Revolution, ſce the Works of BaRRUEL and RogisOox. 
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and deteſtable. The leading principles amongſt 

the Heads of this baſe inſtitution were, that God 

and the World are the ſame thing; that death is 
but an eternal ſleep ; that ſubordination is deſigned 

for ſlaves; that all are equal; that Joyalty, reli- 

gion, the love of God and Man, domeſtic ties, 

ſocial order, are all prejudices to be aboliſhed, and 

true happineſs is only to be found in an entire 

freedom from all coercion and reſtraint of govern- 


ment, religion, morality, and law, in ſhort of every 


virtuous and honourable tie, by which in all paſt 
ages, it has been moſt truly conſidered by the beſt 
and wiſeſt of mankind, with the univerſal aſſent 
of all nations, ſtrengthened by experience, that 
virtue and happineſs are united, and ſociety is 
held together. | „ 
Strange as it may appear, theſe moſt pernici- 
ous doctrines originated in the minds of men who 
called themſelves philoſophers, vainly ambitious 
of becoming the founders of a new conſtitution of 
the world; who had the addreſs to inſinuate them- 
ſelves into the cabinets of Sovereigns, to become 
the inſtructors of Princes, the counſellors of No- 


bles, the companions of the opulent, and even the 


aſſociates and fellow-Jabourers. of the Sage and 
Moraliſt. With this influence, with honour on 
the tongue but fraud in the heart, always diſgui- 
ſing their rea] aim, and taking an infinity of ſhapes, 


in Eſſays, Reviews, Novels, Newſpapers, and 


Il 

other popular Publications, they diffuſed their 
principles over Towns, Schools, Univerſities, 
Camps, and even over Courts ; urging them almoſt 
to madneſs, by inſpiring a love of turbulence and 
novelty, but hatred to ancient maxims, ancient 
forms, or whatever experience has proved to be 
well-ordered, good and wiſe ; all co-operating to- 
gether by the moſt wicked exertion and activity 
to the ſame common end. Thus, a new and un- 
heard of prodigy of. infidelity and anarchy aroſe, 
which, like a peſtilence, ſpread widely, being the 
parent of plunder, deſolation and woe ; the ene- 
my both of religion and government ; of all ſecu- 
rity in property, of all comfort in ſociety, and of 
all private as well as public felicity. God, who 
called this beautiful frame of nature out of chaos, 
can, and (in his own due time we truſt he) will 
reduce this horrible work of confuſion on earth 
into perfect order, and direct the iſſue of theſe aſ- 
toniſhing ſcenes of impiety and blood to his own 
praiſe and glory. They who have been foremoſt 
to deride his revealed will, who have gloried in 
declaring their conviction, that to die is but to 
fleep, even they may be hereafter found among 
the moſt zealous to acknowledge their faith in 
ChRIs T, and to adore his name, confeſſing from 
their own ſuffering, that all things work together for 
good to those that love God, but that evil is the por- 
tion of thoſe who hate him. In the mean time, 


| . 

all their boaſtful triumphs ſeem but the accom- 
pliſhment of the divine correction ; for how little 
even now, of all the ends they had in view, have 
they obtained, who were the principal promoters 
of this guilty ſyſtem! Many of their acquiſitions 
loſt, others perhaps precariouſly retained ; their 
Navy no longer formidable, their Commerce ru- 
ined, their Finances exhauſted, the Republican 
Government deſtroyed, Liberty abufed, Licenti- 

ouſneſs mocking all reſtraint, without Religion at 
home, without good Name abroad, what have 
they left, in ſpite of all their boaſted light, which 
can cheer the preſent darkneſs or diſſipate the fu- 


ture gloom? From this hideous ſtate of things, the 


mere effect of the dominion of ſin, of the lawleſs 
and ungoverned paſſions of the enemy, let us turn 


our eyes, each Man for himſelf, inwardly into our 


own boſoms, and ſee whether we may not our- 
ſelves have been guilty of many great and heinous 
offences. Do we harbour there no luſts unſub- 
dued, no guilt unconfteſſed, no crimes unrepented 
of? and can we hope to move the Holy Spirit, 
while we are ourſelves aſſociated with a legion of 
unclean Spirits? Shall we ſupplicate that mercy 
we dare deſpiſe, or hope to be numbered among the 
righteous interceſſors of our native land? How 
many of its inhabitants there be, that can this day 
raiſe their pious hands and hearts with a religious 
and well- grounded confidence, Heaven beſt 
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| knows: but let us all, who fear to become exam- 
| ples of God's avenging juſtice, repent us ſeriouſly 
of what we have done amiſs, abhor it, reſolve 
againſt it, forſake it! To every expreſſion of con- 
trite humiliation, let us add the ſincereſt piety of 
the ſoul; and that nothing may be wanting which 
can effect a dedication of ourſelves to God, and 
contribute to make our peace with him, let us 
never loſe ſight of all thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings 
both civil aad religious, which this Nation, happy 
above all others around it, has ſo long enjoyed: a 
King reigning in the hearts of his People, a Peo- 
ple ſecure in the affection of their King, good Men 
at the Helm, the Parliament in authority, the Ma- 
giſtrates in eſteem, Truth and Juſtice deciding 
every cauſe; Religion honoured, Virtue exalted; 
our Armies of unſullied honour, of undaunted 
magnanimity, our Mariners triumphing in victo- 
ries more glorious than even the exploits of their 
renowned anceſtors ; all our Eaſtern Territory 

ſafe, a mighty Kingdom added to its domain ; in 
a word, the whole Nation aggrandizing itſelf by 
Commerce ſtill increaſing; and laſtly, the cheer- 
ing proſpett of a ſtill further eſtabliſhment of our 
ſtrength; by the happy Union we have in view ; 
and for which we ſhall be ultimately indebted 
to the very means contrived by our adverſaries to 
diſſolve all connection, and to ſever us for ever; 
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| but which, we truſt, al ſoon _ one more in- 
Wl ſtance of concurring teſtimony to the truth of the 
| declaration in my text, by terminating in the in- 
| diſſoluble conſolidation, and conſequently the 
augmented proſperity of the whole Britiſh Em- 
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pire. 
O my country . if you underſtand how 


to value the bleſſings beſtowed upon you; hap- 
pier yet, if you ſhall render the 'Thankſgiving due; 
but moſt happy, if you ſhall expreſs that gratitude 
"i by a holy and achriſtian practice. Here is a rock 
"i that will ſecure you from every ſtorm, an anchor 
I : on which you may for ever depend: cling inſepa- 
ﬀ rably to it, and forſake it not; for all the Cities, 
i | Kingdoms, States, Empires, from the moſt anci- 
ent times to this day, that have forſaken the ways 
of God, have been but as it were a viſion upon 
the earth, and are now no more. Though once 
the ſea opened, a cloud directed, a rock afforded 
water, and manna fell from Heaven for the choſen 
Iſraelites, that offending Nation are now diſperſed 
widely throughout the world. Be warned by 
them ; for you too, like them, have been mightily 
delivered, the very evils that afflicted for a while 
working together for good, and finally producing that 
happineſs and ſecurity which they had ſeemed to 
threaten. The blind paſſion of a head-ſtrong 
Prince effected our ſeparation from the Church of 
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Rome. A proud fleet deſtined to overthrow our 
liberty, was diſſipated by the breath of Heaven, 
and ſcattered over the face of the deep. The 
King and the Three Eſtates of the Realm, were 
providentially reſcued from a dark and inſtantane- 
ous deſtruction; while the very horrors of the plot, 
by alarmingths kingdom, added new ſafeguards to 
the public ſecurity. The Crown and Government 
were violently uſurped by rebellious hands, but 
by God's goodneſs mercifully reſtored to the law- 
ful Inheritor. A gloomy Tyrant had thought to 
change Religion and the Laws; but a marvellous 
co-operation of incidents, under the favour of 
God, has fixed them, we hope, as durably as the 
foundations of the Empire. Laſtly, the wiſdom 
and firmneſs of our Rulers, ſupported at length by 
the good ſenſe of the People, has, through the 
protection of the Almighty, ſaved us from that re- 
volutionary abyſs unto which we ſeemed to be faſt 
approaching, 8 before the commencement of 
the preſent war. 

Go then, my. fellow-chriſtians, and reflect, 
that if the guilt of revolutionary aſſociations has 
ultimately, in our own Empire, united the very 

members which it tended to ſeparate, and con- 

centrated our general ſtrength; if even the war 
itſelf has ſaved ou State from the wreck in which 
ſo many have been involved; reflect, I ſay, how 
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if your lives ſhall bear teſtimony to an unaf- 


day for mercies at the "Throne of Grace, in'your 


national mercies he enjoys, and let him fay with 
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much it becomes you to bear a ſeeming Evil 


with reſignation ; being religiouſly perſuaded, 


fected love of God, that all things may ſtill work 
together for your good : and while you plead this 


Country's behalf, let each man confeſs, how un- 
worthy he has been himſelf of the many great and 


me in devout and peniteptial ſupplication,— 


Father, I have sinned agaiust Heaven and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy gon. 
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